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by Aaron O'Rourke

Aaron O'Rourke's Tunes And Techniques series teaches

nges mountain dulcimer skills one tune at a time. In Tunes And

Liza Jane

Techniques — Liza Jane, the old-time tune "Liza Jane" is the
vehicle.

As you learn the tune, Aaron introduces fundamental
dulcimer techniques and some more advanced ones. It's a
compact way to study with a top teacher and have fun doing
& g st it. The series has five books in all.

Tunes you might already know and
Technlques to make them better. (Free demo audio>
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INSIDE THE BOOK

. Buildi Simolici In the midst of creating variations that take tunes further and further away from
u n e s a n e C n | u e s uilding on Simplicity tradition, | find | occasionally long for the sound of a traditional dulcimer, particularly, the
sound of a Galax dulcimer. These dulcimers are unique to others in a few ways. Most
noticeably that the strings are generally al tuned o the same note. On  typical dulcimer we
The beet plaos o stactiexploting any i slody s with the/most mele verion find ourselves generally tuned to DAD or DAA. If we play with a drone we hear both a “D"
” and an "A” note in the drone. Galax dulcimers have a single note drone that can be fun to
liza Jarne lea ]ane imitate.
CDTrack!  Simple Version One trick for imitating the Galax drone is to play the melody entirely on the middie
o string. Another approach for accomplishing the same goal, i o keep a finger (I recommend
Introduction. 2 the pinky) planted on the 3rd fret of the middie string. This way, if you play some notes on
e —— by I : I - ===——c— the melody strng, you have a finger covering the ‘D note on the micde string and the crone
N—i——d ——— - won't change.
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